
 
 
 
 
 
 

Missing the Mark 
Read: Acts 3:13-19  
In all three readings this weekend sin is mentioned. Sin, by origin, is an archery term. It 
means, “to miss the mark”. When we sin, we fail to comply with God’s relational 
standards. God, desiring to be in relationship with us, sets before us conditions that we 
must follow in order to maintain our relational status (much like a marriage). When sin 
disrupts that relationship, repentance is the only option for restoration (as any husband 
will tell you).    
Tragically, if we fail to repent of our sins, over time our hearts will become hardened 
against God. At the end of our lives we will be unable to repent because we have become 
obdurate to God’s mercy or the need for it. As Fulton J. Sheen said, “We cannot love sin 
during this life and begin to love virtue at death…we do not develop a new set of loves 
with our last breath. We shall reap in eternity only what we sowed on earth. Then let not 
our presuming moderns, who pile sin on sin, think that they can insult God until their 
lease on life has run out and then expect an eternal lease on one of the Father’s mansions. 
Did he who went to heaven by a cross intent that you should go there by sinning?”  
The Bible tells us that sin has consequences. The good news is, as St. John says, we have 
an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ. Through his cross, Jesus has defeated death and 
paid the price for our sins. Should we repent and turn to God, as St. Peter says, our sins 
will be forgiven. When we repent, Jesus puts a new spirit within us, sin no longer has 
dominion over us, and we will be free to love God (1 John 2:5). Sin and death is our 
greatest enemy. We must not be indifferent to it. We must always seek God’s endless 
mercy and forgiveness.     
 

Repent and turn to  
God so that your sins   
may be forgiven 
Acts 3:19 


