
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cleaning House 
Read: Mark 9:38-48  
In this gospel Jesus uses descriptive imagery to remind us of the consequences of sin, the cost of 
discipleship, and how our actions effect our eternal destiny.   
The purpose of our lives is to be united eternally to God. We cannot achieve this end unless we 
freely choose to love God. We cannot love God if we sin gravely against him, our neighbor or 
ourselves. Jesus’ descriptive language regarding the amputation of sinful stumbling blocks is a 
reminder that sin jeopardizes our eternal salvation and must be purged from our lives. Constant 
indulgence in sinful habits, a lack of obedience and a failure to repent, prohibit us from being 
united to God in this life and the next. That is why Our Lord says that it is better to cut ourselves 
off from sinful behaviors than end up being “thrown into hell” (Mark 9:48).  
In the gospel Our Lord also reminds us that we shall be separated from God if we “fail to meet the 
serious needs of the poor and the little ones who are his brethren” (CCC 1033). Jesus warns us not 
to lead the little ones astray. This does not refer just to children but to all those around us. If our 
behaviors and words are sinful, and publicly contradict the gospel, then we are leading others 
astray. This is why our Lord implores us to remove sinful habits from our lives. Sin damages our 
spiritual progress, and that of our neighbor.  
However, we must not lose hope amidst Christ’s dire warning. Christ speaks so bluntly in order to 
arouse our conscience, enabling time for personal reflection and repentance. We can turn our lives 
around and slowly work on those bad habits that have crept up over time. With the Lord’s help we 
can remove sin from our lives and work towards being united with God.  
 

 

“Get rid of your  
  old self” Ephesians 4:22 
     
 


